EMPIRE-  DAY 

/ 

As  Friday,  the  22nd  of  May, -mill  be  the^first  schobl  day  before  the  24th 
May,  the  Regulations  of  the  Department  of  Education  require  that  it  shall  be 
observed  as  “  Empire  Day,”  and  shall  be  duly  celebrated  in  each  school.  The 
forenoon  is  to  be  devoted  to  a  study  of  the  greatness  of  the  British  Empire,  and 
the  afternoon  to  public  addresses,  recitations,  mu/ic/etc.’,  of  a  patriotic  character. 

The  morning  should  be  occupied  by  the  teacher  ifi  illustrating  by  facts  and 
figures  the  extent  of  the  Empire,  its  history  and  resources.  Mention  might 
be  made  of  the  most  noted  Statesmen,  Military  and  Naval  Heroes,  and  those 
prominent  in  Literature,  Science,  Art,  etc. 

Emphasis  could  belaid  upon  the  fact  that  all  British  subjects  are  specially 
blessed  and  privileged  in  living  under  a  constitutional  form  of  Government, 
such  as  ours.  The  systems  of  Dominiori,  Provincial,  Municipal  and 
Educational  Governments  might  also  be  concisely  referred  to.  A  geographical 
illustration,  from  the  map  of  the  World,  of  the  various  possessions  of  the  British 
Empire  might  also  be  a  feature  of  the  morning's  exercises. 

In  the  afiernoon  a  miscellaneous  programme  of  patriotic  recitations, 
songs,  readings  by  the  pupils,  and  addresses  by  trustees,  clergymen,  and  others 
could  be  profitably  carried  out. 

As  every  rural  school  in  the  Province,  it  is  expected,  will  have  received  a 
”  Union  Jack  ”  from  this  Department  by  the  22nd  of  May,  and  as 
doubtless  all  Urban  Schools  have  one,  that  flag  should  be  flown  on 
“  Empire  Day  ”  from  every  school  building,  or  displayed  prominently  in 
the  school.  The  Canadian  Ensign”  could  also  be  used,  if  one  is 
obtainable. 

R.  A.  PYNE, 

Department  of  Education,  May ,  1908.  •  Minister  of  Education 


The  British  Empire 

Facts  for  the  Scholars 

It  may  be  interesting  to  knoro  that  you  can  say  :  I  am  a 
subject  of  King  Edmaid  Vllth,  and  a  Citizen  of  the  British 
Empire. 


The  full  title  of  King  Edward  Vllth  is : — His  Most 
Excellent  Majesty,  Edward  the  Seventh,  by  the  Grace  of 
God,  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  of  all  the  British  Dominions  beyond  the 
seas,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  Emperor  of  India. 

That  portion  of  the  Earth’s  land  surface  which  is 
subject  to  the  authority  of  King  Edward  the  Tilth  is 
the  British  Empire.  Its  extent  is  over  11  millions  square 
miles  (11,433,283  sq.  m.)  ;  of  these  only  121,390  sq.  miles 
are  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  British  Empire  covers  about  one-fifth  or  21  per 
cent,  of  the  earth’s  surface. 

The  extent  of  the  British  Empire  is  greater  than 
that  of  any  other  State.  The  Nations  outside  the  British 
Empire  possessing  the  largest  extent  of  territory  are  : 
Russia,  8,647,657  square  miles;  United  States,  3,567,563 
square  miles  ;  Brazil,  3,218,991  :  China,  4,277,170. 
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The  number  of  subjects  of  King  Edward  Vllth  is 
about  400  millions  (400,000,000),  or  about  one-fifth,  or 
about  22  per  cent,  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth.  Of 
these  only  about  43  millions  (43,000,000)  live  in  the 
United  Kingdom. 

The  population  of  the  British  Empire  is  about  equal 
to  that  of  China,  and  more  numerous  than  that  of  any 
other  country. 

The  most  populous  countries  outside  the  Empire 
are  : — 


China  with  about . 433,553,030  people 

Russia  “  “  146,796,600  “ 

United  States .  83,879,086  “ 

The  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  principal  cities 
in  different  parts  of  the  Empire  are : — 

London  (Registration  London,  4,721,217)  ; 

Greater  London  or  the  Metrop.  and 

City  Police  District . 7,113,561 

Calcutta  . .  1,026,987 

Glasgow .  835,625 

Manchester  and  Salford .  871,203 

Bombay .  776,006 

Liverpool .  739,180 

Birmingham . 548,022 

Sydney .  481,830 

Madras .  509,346 

Melbourne . 515,350 

Dublin .  290,638 


Montreal .  375,000 

Johannesburg .  158,580 

Cape  Town .  77,668 

Wellington,  New  Zealand .  58,563 

Ontario — Toronto .  272,600 

Hamilton .  64,067 

Ottawa .  76, 260 

London .  47,769 

The  extent  of  the  British  Empire  in  square  miles,  in 
each  continent  is  : — 

In  America  over  4  millions  of  square  miles. . . .  4,025,687 
“  Australia  “3  “  “  “  “  ....  3,184,531 

“  Africa  “  2\  “  “  “  “  ....  2,195,253 

“Asia  nearly  2  “  “  “  “  ....  1,906,303 

“  Europe  over  120,000  “  “  ....  121,509 

The  numbers  of  the  subjects  of  King  Edward  in  each 
continent  are : — 

In  Asia  about  300  millions .  301,293,316 

“  Africa  “  34  “  34,057,621 

“  Europe  “  44  “  43,882,825 

“  America  about  8  “  ....  7,989,698 

“  Australasia  about  54  millions .  5,623,375 


The  inhabitants  of  the  earth  vary  in  race,  and  in  the 
colour  of  their  skins.  The  principal  colours  are  white, 
copper,  yellow  and  black.  Among  all  of  these  races  and 
colours  are  the  subjects  of  King  Edward  to  be  found.  Of 
these  about  54  millions  (54,000,000)  are  white,  and  344 
millions  (344,000,000)  coloured. 
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The  inhabitants  of  the  earth  belong  to  many 
religions.  The  principal  are  the  Christian,  Mohammedan, 
Buddhist,  and  Hindu  Religions.  There  are  besides 
many  Pagans.  Subjects  of  King  Edward  will  be  found 
among  all  of  these  Religionists. 

The  numbers  of  the  subjects  of  King  Edward  be 
longing  to  the  principal  religions  are  :  — 


About  208  million  Hindus . 208,000,000 

“  94  “  Mohammedans .  94,000,000 

“  58  “  Christians .  58,000,000 

“  12  “  Buddhists .  12,000,000 


“  23  “  of  other  religions  and  Pagans  23,000,000 

The  value  of  the  total  trade  of  the  British  Empire  in 
the  year  1905  was  : — Nineteen  Hundred  and  Six  Million 
Pounds  (£1,906,726,397). 

The  amount  of  tonnage  of  steam  and  sailing  vessels 
owned  by  the  Empire  is  : — 

9,874,789  tons  of  steamships, 
and  2,574,955  “  “  sailing  ships. 


Total  12,449,744  tons. 

About  half  the  shipping  of  the  world . 

The  Annual  Revenue  of  the  British  Empire  is  about 
Two  Hundred  aod  Fifty  Million  Pounds  (£317,353,564  in 
1904-5). 

Different  portions  of  the  British  Empire  are  governed 
in  different  ways.  Some  portions  like  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  Canadian  Dominion,  the  Australian 
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Commonwealth,  New  Zealand,  Cape  Colony,  Natal,  ana 
Newfoundland,  are  self-governing  ;  others  are  partly  self- 
governed  and  partly  governed  by  officials  appointed  by 
the  British  Government  ;  and  others  again  like  India, 
are  governed  by  officials  appointed  by  the  Home 
Government ;  but  all  acknowledge  allegiance  to  the 
King- Emperor . 

The  duties  of  British  subjects  towards  their  Sovereign 
are  :  To  honour  and  obey  him. 

It  is  the  duty  of  British  subjects  to  honour  and  obey 
the  King,  because  King  Edward  the  VTIth  represents  the 
Majesty  and  Honour  of  the  Empire,  and  because,  as  a 
*  constitutional  Sovereign,  he  has  sworn  to  uphold  the 
laws,  and  to  govern  his  subjects  with  justice  and  equity. 

The  duties  of  a  citizen  of  the  British  Empire  are  : 
To  be  the  loyal  friend  of  all  fellow  subjects  of  the  Iving- 
Emperor  ;  so  to  live  as  never  to  bring  reproach  by  word 
or  deed  on  the  Empire  of  which  he  is  a  citizen.  To  pre¬ 
pare  himself  by  every  means  in  his  power  to  advance  the 
welfare  of  his  fellow  citizens,  whether  in  peace  or  war, 
whatever  may  be  their  class,  creed  or  colour. 

A  citizen  of  the  British  Empire  owes  duties  to  the 
State  because  citizens  of  the  British  Empire  enjoy 
privileges,  and  an  amount  of  personal  liberty  and  free¬ 
dom  greater  than  those  enjoyed  by  the  citizens  of  any 
other  State  in  the  world,  and  therefore  owe  loyalty  and 
gratitude  to  the  Empire  which  protects  them  in  the 
enjoyment  of  these  privileges,  liberty  and  freedom. 


7 


S 

The  “EMPIRE  DAY”  movement  is  an  effort 
throughout  the  King-Emperor’s  Dominions  to  remind  all 
British  subjects  of  the  virtues  which  make  a  good  citizen, 
such  as  loyalty,  patriotism,  courage,  endurance,  respect 
for,  and  obedience  to,  lawful  authority,  and  to  encourage 
self-sacrifice  for  the  public  good  ;  to  teach  all,  and 
especially  the  young,  the  sacredness  of  the  trust  com¬ 
mitted  to  them,  and  to  inspire  them  with  determination 
to  do  their  duty,  and  should  be  promoted  by  every 
British  subject. 

May  24th  is  annually  observed  in  the  other  Dominion  s 
of  the  Iving-Emperor  as  “  Empire  Day.” 

May  24th  was  the  birthday  of  the  late  good  Queen 
Victoria,  during  whose  reign  of  63  years  the  Empire 
grew  to  its  present  greatness,  as  year  bv  year  her  people 
increased  in  health,  strength,  numbers,  wealth  and 
happiness. 

The  “Motto”  of  the  Empire  Day  movement  is: 
“  One  King,  One  Flag,  One  Fleet,  One  Empire.” 

The  name  of  the  British  National  Flag  is :  The 
“  Union  Jack.” 

It  is  called  the  “  Union  Jack”  because  it  is  a  union 
of  the  English,  Scotch  and  Irish  national  ensigns  or 
“Jacks”  :  The  Crosses  of  St.  George,  St.  Andrew  and 
St.  Patrick. 

The  “Union  Jack”  should  be  flown  on  “Empire 
Day”  from  all  public  and  private  buildings. 


GOD  SAVE  THE  KING. 
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®1jp  3filag  nf  Urttain 

Dedicated  to  the  Right  Hon.  The  Earl  of  Meath,  in  recognition  of  his 
efforts  to  cherish  patriotism  in  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  Great 
Britain,  Ireland  and  the  Colonies.— E.  A.  Walker. 


Flag  of  Britain,  proudly  waving,  over  many  distant  seas  : 

Flag  of  Britain,  boldly  braving  blinding  fog  and  adverse  breeze. 
*We  salute  thee,  and  we  pray,  bless,  0  God,  our  laud  to-day. 

Flag  of  Britain  !  wbere-so-ever  thy  bright  colour*  are  out-spread  ; 
Slavery  must  cease  for  ever,  light  and  freedom  reign  instead. 

*We  salute  thee,  and  we  pray,  bless,  O  God,  our  land  to  day, 

Flag  of  Britain  !  ’mid  the  nations,  may  it  ever  speak  of  peace, 

And  proclaim,  to  farthest  nations,  all  unworthy  strife  must  cease. 
*We  salute  it,  and  we  pray,  bless,  0  God,  our  land  to-day. 

But  if  duty  sternly  need  it,  freely  let  it  be  unfurl’d, 

Winds  of  Heaven  then  may  speed  it  to  each  quarter  of  the  world. 
*We  salute  it,  attd  we  pray,  bless,  O  God,  our  land  to-day. 

Love  of  it,  across  the  waters  passing  with  electric  thrill, 

Binds-our  distant  sons  and  daughters,  heart  to  heart  with  Britain  still. 
*We  salute  it,  and  we  pray,  bless,  O  God,  our  laud  to-day. 

Regions  Fast  and  West  united,  all  our  Empire  kuit  in  one  ; 

By  right  loyal  hearts  defended,  let  it  wave  beneath  the  sun. 

*We  salute  it,  and  we  pray,  bless,  O  God,  our  land  to  day. 


*At  the  words  “we  salute  thee’’  the  hand  should  be  raised  in  the 
attitude  of  salute.  At  the  words  “and  we  pray”  the  head  should 
be  bowed,  still  retaining  the  hand  at  the  salute.  It  is  desirable 
that  the  Union  Jack  should  be  raised  during  the  singing  of  the 
song. 
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S  IMPORTANT  EMPIRE  NOTICE. 

His  Majesty  the  King,  H.R. H.  the  Prince  of  Males 
and  II is  Excellency  the  Governor-General  have  evinced 
deep  personal  interest  in  all  that  concerns  the  welfare  of 
this  Dominion  (the  most  extensive  portion  of  His 
Majesty’s  Empire),  and  their  latest  desire  has  been  to 
establish  a  National  Park  on  the  Plains  of  Abraham. 

Monuments  have  been  erected,  and  justly  so,  to  the 
memory  of  naval  and  military  heroes,  and  as  a  refreshing 
contrast  it  is  proposed  to  build  in  this  park  a  permanent 
memorial  in  recognition  of  the  blessings  we  now  enjoy  of 
peace  and  prosperity.  This  memorial  will  commemorate 
the  three-hundredth  anniversary  of  the  establishment  of 
Quebec  by  Champlain,  by  the  Consecration  of  the  battle¬ 
fields  of  the  Plains  of  Abraham  and  Ste.  Foy. 

A  perpetual  emblem  indicating  an  expression  of 
gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  is  therefore  proposed  to  be 
erected  in  the  National  Park.  It  is  to  be  a  statue  of 
Peace,  a  monument  of  beauty,  which  shall  be,  as  it  were, 
a  beacon  of  kindly  welcome  to  every  person  coming  to 
this  land  by  way  of  Quebec  and  the  St.  Lawrence  River. 
The  Governor-General  states  that  “  The  statue  of  Peace 
“must  not  be  banal  nor  vulgar  with  flowing  and  windy 
“  draperies.  It  must  be  noble,  calm,  majestic,  reposeful, 

‘ ‘the  arms  outstretched  forward  with  the  palms  slightly 
‘  ‘  downward  as  though  blessing  incoming  ships,  and  the 
“  eyes  lovingly  bent  to  the  people  below.  On  the  base  of 
“the  statue  can  be  represented  different  phases  of 
“  Canadian  life.” 
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The  site  of  the  National  Park  at  Quebec  will  comprise 
parts  of  the  above  mentioned  famous  battlefields  where 
French  and  British  parentage  gave  birth  to  the  Canadian 
nation. 

This  year  is  the  300th  birthday  of  Canada,  and  in 
celebration  of  that  event  the  Federal  and  the  Provincial 
Legislatures  have  voted  large  sums  of  money  to  perfect 
the  park  and  towards  the  beautifying  of  the  grounds  and 
the  removal  of  unsightly  buildings. 

It  is  desired  to  give  everybody  an  opportunity  to  share 
in  the  erection  of  the  status.  It  would  not,  therefore,  be 
just  to  pass  the  rising  generation  by,  without  giving  each 
member  the  privilege  of  being  able  to  say,  “I  helped  to 
raise  that  monument.” 

These  few  facts  are  therefore  brought  to  the  notice  of 
teachers  and  officers  in  order  that  the  opportunity  may  be 
given  to  every  scholar  and  others  who  may  desire,  to 
contribute  a  few  cents  to  such  a  desirable  object,  and  thus 
make  this  brilliant  conception  a  luminous  and  imposing 
reality.  There  is  no  obligation  to  contribute,  but  the 
teacher  may  bring  the  matter  before  the  scholars,  and  also 
to  the  notice  of  the  persons  present  at  the  Empire  Day 
celebration.  The  contributions  received  may  be  sent  to 
the  Public  School  Inspectors  by  postal  note  or  Post  Office 
order,  and  the  Inspector  will  forward  the  total  amount 
secured  within  his  county  or  city  to  this  Department  with 
a  list  of  schools  contributing.  Collegiate  Institute  and 
High  School  Principals  and  teachers  of  Separate  Schools 
and  others  may  mail  direct  to  this  Department  any  sums 
that  may  be  received  or  donated  by  them.  Kemittances 
may  be  made  any  time  before  the  end  of  June. 


